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BMYP – ELF JUNIOR – THE REDGRAVE THEATRE
20 NOVEMBER 2019

Director and Choreographer – Vicki Klein       Musical Director – Kerrie Duce-Jones
Seeing a BMYP production you know that you will be seeing a first-class professional style show. And it is always obvious that the multi-talented cast are enjoying themselves, and with so much energy and enthusiasm that it overflows into the audience and you are carried along on a wave of entertainment full of happy toe tapping tunes.
SET

The set designed by Vicki Klein, Joe Richer, Dave Thompson and Jane Birakos was well thought out and created the right impression. Colourful candy sticks and stockings all in Christmas colours. The set allowed for the many changes which were carried out for the most part quietly and smoothly by the stage crew and cast. Changes were covered by dancing girls; this was a clever idea. Well done to all of you.
MUSIC

In the capable hands of Kerrie Duce-Jones, the cast had been well rehearsed in the chorus numbers and the soloists.
SOUNDS

In the hands of James Hartland assisted by Bernadette Tucker and Bronwen Jones  The cast could always be clearly heard and even though they were miked up the sounds were quite natural.
LIGHTING

In the hands of James Harrington, he ensured the cast were always well lit.
COSTUMES

Anne Holgate, Sheila Eastwood and Jenny Langham worked their magic with the many colourful costumes which helped to set the Christmas scene.
CHOREOGRAPHY

Vicki Klein as always made sure that the cast at all times had smiles on their faces! Never one to repeat her choreography she came up with new ideas which the cast handled with ease. the cast worked together as a team and tapped and danced their way in the many inventive and different routines
THE CAST

SANTA CLAUS (Frank Clarke)

This character starts the show and has to portray someone who is trying hard to keep the Christmas spirit and at times somewhat cranky. Frank brought out the character of a real Santa Claus and gave a convincing performance, and connected well with the audience, well done.
BUDDY (John Gompels)

Buddy is the perfect elf, good natured, naive, someone who means well  and is happy all the time, John is a natural actor and had obviously thought about this character and gave an outstanding performance as Buddy, this was a heart warming portrayal and we followed his story hoping that in the end all would be well. Good strong voice, full of energy and enthusiasm which overflowed into the audience. Excellent facial expressions John kept up the role all the way through, good comedy timing. I cannot praise this actor enough this was a performance to be proud of, congratulations on an impressive performance.
CHARLIE (Ben Kenna)

This is the Chief Elf, you took command of the stage and showed your authority over the other elves, but at all times friendly. This was a confident performance you have good stage presence and a clear speaking and singing voice, it must have been difficult to walk around as an elf, but you never gave us any doubt who you were. Well done on a convincing and confident performance.
SHAWANDA (Niamh O’ Sullivan)

A dependable and caring elf helps others including Buddy, you reveal to him that he is human. Clear speaking voice, you are an important part of the story, good movement and at home on the stage. Well done on a strong performance.
WALTER HOBBS (Max Brewer)

Buddy’s father, someone who has no time for family, stern and unemotional but eventually learns to reconnect with family and Christmas. You had just the right attitude, and we saw the gradual change from the dedicated businessman to accepting Buddy and that family comes first. You have good command of the stage this was a natural performance and a well thought out character you looked the part, good interaction with Buddy and the rest of the cast. Well done on a positive performance.
DEB (India Garrett-Cox)
Walter’s secretary, one with a positive attitude. this is a desirable role, and you played it well, you interacted well with Walter and the rest of the cast. Excellent dancing and singing, you lit up the stage at all times, good stage presence you looked at home on the stage and created a convincing character. And it looked as though you were enjoying the role. Congratulations, this performance stood out because you always had a smile on your face at all times
EMILY HOBBS (Amelia Battersby)

The wife and Mother, the problem solver. This was a convincing performance, a good strong voice in your songs “I’ll believe in you” and “There is a Santa” You became the character before our eyes, there was good interaction with Michael and Buddy. Congratulations this was an excellent performance, relaxed and confident.
MICHAEL HOBBS (Des Coghlan-Forbes)

The son of Walter and Emily you are smarter than the average twelve-year-old, you quickly befriend Buddy and embrace him as your brother. Clear singing voice, good stage presence, interacted well with Buddy you created a believable character, well done on a first class and self assured performance.
JOVIE (Mya Russell)
The character doesn’t exude the Christmas Spirit, you are cynical and tough. Good natural stage presence, you lit up the stage on your entrances, excellent singing voice in your song “Never fall in love with an Elf” and you interacted well with Buddy we could see the attraction growing. This was a well thought out role one in which we could believe, and your acting was of a high standard. Congratulations on an impressive performance.
MR GREENWAY (Elliot Whitmore)
A typical ruthless businessman, you had the right attitude, you were the “Grinch” of the business world. You took command of the stage and kept your accent up, this was a convincing performance, well done.
SAMANTHA (Scarlet Last) - SECURITY GURDS 1 AND 2 (Niamh O’Sullivan and Cosmo Key) - MACY’S MANAGER (Theo Birakos) - MACY’S ASSISTANT/DARLENE LAMBERT (Rita Shterenlikht) - FAKE SANTA (Aineias Arango) - CHILD (Ewan Atkins Eade)  
CHLOE (Cara Jervis) -   MAGGIE (Emily Chaffe) - CHARLOTTE DENON (Jasmine Shattock) - EMMA VAN BROCKLIN (Darei Clare) - AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CAST
These all played the many roles, elves employees of the publishing firm, who are all part of the story, excellent dancing and singing from all of you. Always in character and full of energy helping to make the story flow. You all played your parts well and have good stage presence, well done.
The multi-talented cast were at all times full of energy and this show is a family friendly frothy show, which is colourful and ticks all the boxes leading us step by step towards Christmas. Congratulations to Vicki Klein and her excellent crew who all worked hard to give us a superb evening’s entertainment. I’m sure that many people left the theatre humming the tunes, but most of all full of the spirit of Christmas.
Thank you for your invitation and warm welcome front of house and I look forward to being invited to your next production.

Tony Winstone

NODA Representative – District 13
